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-Tl- The Desire of Ages 

-CN- 79 

-CT- "It Is Finished" 

-PR- 03 

-PG- 762 

-TEXT-

God's love has been expressed in His justice no less than in His mercy. Justice is the foundation of His 

throne, and the fruit of His love. It had been Satan's purpose to divorce mercy from truth and justice. He 

sought to prove that the righteousness of God's law is an enemy to peace. But Christ shows that in God's plan 

they are indissolubly joined together; the one cannot exist without the other. "Mercy and truth are met 

together; righteousness and peace have kissed each other." Ps. 85:10. 
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-Tl- God's Amazing Grace 

-CN- 66 

-CT- Established in Justice and Judgment 

-PR- 03 

-PG- 74 

-TEXT-

God's love has been expressed in His justice no less than in His mercy. Justice is the foundation of His 

throne, and the fruit of His love. It had been Satan's purpose to divorce mercy from truth and justice. He 

sought to prove that the righteousness of God's law is an enemy to peace. But Christ shows that in God's plan 

they are indissolubly joined together; the one cannot exist without the other. "Mercy and truth are met together; 

righteousness and peace have kissed each other" (Ps. 85:10). 
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-PT- Advent Review and Sabbath Herald 

-DT- 02-26-89 

-AT- In Him Is Light 

-PR- 03 

-TEXT-

We have received the rich blessing of God; but we must not stop here. We are to catch more and more 

the divine rays of light from heaven. We are to stand just where we can receive the light and reflect it, in its 

glory, upon the pathway of others. There has never been a time when we could feel more courage and 

confidence in the work than at the present time. There are many in our world who do not keep the 

commandments of God, nor make any profession of so doing, and yet they claim all his blessings. They are 

willing to accept and appropriate his promises, without heeding the conditions upon which they are based. 



They have no right to the blessings they claim. But why should not those who are keeping his commandments 

lay hold of the promises that have been given to the children of God? We can see Christ's righteousness in the 

law. In the cross of Calvary, "mercy and truth are met together; righteousness and peace have kissed each 

other." This is the blending that there should be in our work. Truth and righteousness must be presented with 

the love of God as it was manifested in Jesus. What purity will then be seen! What a cleansing of every moral 

defilement will be shown to be necessary! Then, when this is done, the stubbornness of the will which has kept 

so many away from the light, as they behold the preciousness of the Redeemer, his mercy and pity, will all be 

melted away from their souls. Every one of us must fall on the Rock and be broken. Will there be one who will 

retain his stubbornness? Will there be one who will cling to his self-righteousness? Will there be one who will 

not catch sight of the preciousness of Christ? Is there a heart here that will not be subdued by the love of 

Jesus? Will any retain one particle of self-esteem? 
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-PT- Bible Echo and Signs of the Times 

-DT-03-15-93 

-AT- The Way to Christ 

-PR- 03 

-TEXT-

Jesus is our atoning sacrifice. We can make no atonement for ourselves; but by faith we can accept the 

atonement that has been made. "For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that He 

might bring us to God." "Ye were not redeemed with corruptible things,... but with the precious blood of 

Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot." No man of earth, no angel of heaven, could have paid 

the penalty for sin. Jesus was the only one who could save rebellious man. In Him divinity and humanity are 

combined, and this was what gave efficacy to the offering on Calvary's cross. At the cross, mercy and truth 

met together; righteousness and peace kissed each other. As the sinner looks upon the Saviour dying on 

Calvary, and realizes that the Sufferer is divine, he asks why, this great sacrifice was made; and the cross 

points to the holy law of God, which has been transgressed. The death of Christ is an unanswerable argument 

to the immutability and righteousness of the law. In prophesying of Christ, Isaiah says, "He will magnify the 

law, and make it honourable." The law has no power to pardon the evil-doer. Its office is to point out his 

defects, that he may realize his need of One who is mighty to save, realize his need of One who will become 

his substitute, his surety, his righteousness. Jesus meets the need of the sinner; for He has taken upon Him 

the sins of the transgressor. "He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; the 

chastisement of our peace was upon Him, and with his stripes we are healed." The Lord could have cut off the 

sinner, and utterly destroyed him; but the more costly plan was chosen. In his great love He provides hope for 

the hopeless, giving his only begotten Son to bear the sins of the world. And since He has poured out all 

heaven in that one rich gift, He will withhold from man no needed aid that he may take the cup of salvation, 

and become an heir of God, and joint-heir with Christ. 



SOME QUOTATIONS FROM ELLEN WHITE 

REGARDING THE LAW, AUTHORITY, OBEDIENCE, AND FEAR 

1 

"Even when he was cast out of heaven, Infinite Wisdom did not de 

stroy Satan. Since only the service of love can be acceptable to 

God, the allegiance of His creatures must rest upon a conviction 

of His justice and benevolence* The inhabitants of heaven and of 

the worlds, being unprepared to comprehend the nature or consequences 

of sin, could not then have seen the justice of God in the destruc 

tion of Satan. Had he been immediately blotted out of existence, 

some would have served God from fear rather than from love. The . 

influence of the deceiver would not have been fully destroyed, nor 

would the spirit of rebellion have been utterly eradicated. For 

the good of the entire uiiverse through ceaseless ages, he must more 

fully develop his principles, that his charges against the divine 

government might be seen in their true light by all created beings, 

and that the justice and mercy of God and the immutability of His 

law might be forever placed beyond all question." PP 42 

2 

"We cannot know how much we owe to Christ for the peace and protec 

tion which we enjoy. It is the restraining power of God that prevents 

mankind from passing fully under the control of Satan. The disobed 

ient and unthankful have great reason for gratitude for God's mercy 

and long-suffering in holding in check the cruel, malignant power of 

the evil one. But when men pass the limits of divine forebearance, 

that restraint is removed. God does not stand toward the sinner as . 

an executioner of the sentence against transgression; but He leaves 

the rejectors of His mercy to themselves, to reap that which they 

have sown. Every ray of light rejected, every warning despised or 

unheeded, every passion indulged, every transgression of the law of 

God, is a seed sown which yields its unfailing harvest. The Spirit 

of God, persistently resisted, is at last withdrawn from the sinner, 

and then there is left no power to control the evil passions of the 

soul, and no protection from the malice and enmity of Satan. The 

destruction of Jerusalem is a fearful and solemn warning to all who 



are trifling with the offers of divine grace and resisting the 

pleadings of divine mercy. Never was there given a more decisive 

testimony to God's hatred of sin and to the certain punishment 

that will fall upon the guilty. 

"The Saviour's prophecy concerning the visitation of judgments 

upon Jerusalem is to have another fulfillment, of which that ter 

rible desolation was but a faint shadow. In the fate of the chosen 

city we may behold the doom of a world that has rejected God's 

mercy and trampled upon His law. Dark are the records of human 

misery that earth has witnessed during its long centuries of crime. 

The heart sickens, and the mind grows faint in contemplation. Ter 

rible have been the results of rejecting the authority of Heaven. 

But a scene yet darker is presented in the revelations of the fu 

ture. The records of the past,—the long procession of tumults, 

conflicts, and revolutions, the 'battle of the warrior. • .with 

confused noise, and garments rolled in blood1 (Isaiah 9:5),—what 

are these, in contrast with the terrors of that day when the re-

straining Spirit of God shall be wholly withdrawn from the wicked, 

no longer to hold in check the outburst of human passion and satanic 

wrathi The world will then behold, as never before, the results of 

Satan's rule. 

"But in that day, as in the time of Jerusalem's destruction, God's 

people will be delivered, everyone that shall be found written among 

the living. Isaiah 4:3. Christ has declared that He will come the 

second time to gather His faithful ones to Himself: 'Then shall all 

the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man 

coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. And He 

shall send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they 

shall gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end 

of heaven to the other.' Matthew 24:30,31. Then shall they that 

obey not the gospel be consumed with the spirit of His coming. 

2 Thessalonians 2:8. Like Israel of old the wicked destroy them 

selves; they fall by their iniquity. By a life of sin, they have 



V placed themselves so out of harmony with God, their natures have 

become so debased with evil, that the manifestation of His glory 

is to them a consuming fire." GC 36,37 

3 

"God requires perfection of His children. His law is a transcript 

of His own character, and it is the standard of all character. 

This infinite standard is presented to all that there may be no 

mistake in regard to the kind of people whom God will have to com 

pose His kingdom. The life of Christ on earth was a perfect ex 

pression of God's law, and when those who claim to be children of 

God become Christlike in character, they will be obedient to God's 

commandments. Then the Lord can trust them to be of the number 

who shall compose the family of heaven. Clothed in the glorious 

apparel of Christ's righteousness, they have a place at the King's 

feast. They have a right to join the blood-washed throng." COL 315 

4 

"But in heaven, service is not rendered in the spirit of legality. 

f^ When Satan rebelled against the law of Jehovah, the thought that 

there was a law came to the angels almost as an awakening to some 

thing unthought of. In their ministry the angels are not as ser 

vants, but as sons. There is perfect unity between them and their 

Creator. Obedience is to them no drudgery." MB 161 

5 

11... Our will is not to be forced into co-operation with divine 

agencies, but it must be voluntarily submitted. Were it possible 

to force upon you with a hundredfold greater intensity the influ 

ence of the Spirit of God, it would not make you a Christian, a 

fit subject for heaven. The stronghold of Satan would not be broken." 

MB 142 

6 

.... A sullen submission to the will of the Father will develop 

the character of a rebel. The service is looked upon by such a one 

in the light of drudgery. It is not rendered cheerfully and in the 

love of God. It is a mere mechanical performance. If he dared, 

f such a one would disobey. His rebellion is smothered, ready to 



4 • 

break out at any time in bitter murmurings and complaints. Such *\ 

service brings no peace or quietude to the soul." That 1^ May Know 

Him, p. 120 Manuscript 20, 1897 cf. 3 ST 400 

7 

"The effort to earn salvation by one's own works inevitably leads 

men to pile up human exactions as a barrier against sin.. For, 

seeing that they fail to keep the law, they will devise rules and 

regulations of their own to force themselves to obey. All this 

turns the mind away from God to self. His love dies out of the 

heart, and with it perishes love for his fellow men. A system of 

human invention, with its multitudinous exactions, will lead its 

advocates to judge all who come short of the prescribed human stan 

dard. The atmosphere of selfish and narrow criticism stifles the 

noble and generous emotions, and cause men to become self-centered 

judges and petty spies. 

"The Pharisees were of this class. They came forth from their re 

ligious services, not humbled with a sense of their own weakness, **% 

not grateful for the great privileges that God had given them. 

They came forth filled with spiritual pride, and their theme was, 

•Myself, my feelings, my knowledge, my ways.1 Their own attain 

ments became the standard by which they judged others. Putting on 

the robes of self-dignity, they mounted the judgment seat to crit 

icize and condemn. 

"The people partook largely of the same spirit, intruding upon the 

province of conscience and judging one another in matters that lay 

between the soul and God. It was in reference to this spirit and 

practice that Jesus said, 'Judge not, that ye be not judged.1 That 

is, do not set yourself up as a standard. Do not make your opin 

ions, your views of duty, your interpretations of Scripture, a 

criterion for others and in your heart condemn them if they do not 

come up to your ideal. Do not criticize others, conjecturing as to 

their motives and passing judgment upon them." MB 177-178 



j0!^\ 8 

v "The man who attempts to keep the commandments of God from a sense 

of obligation merely—because he is required to do so—will never 

enter into the joy of obedience. He does not obey. When the re 

quirements of God are accounted a burden because they cut across 

human inclination, we may know that the life is not a Christian 

life. True obedience is the outworking of a principle within. It 

springs from the love of righteousness, the love of the law of God. 

The essence of all righteousness is loyalty to our Redeemer. This 

will lead us to do right because it is right—because right doing 

is pleasing to God. . ." COL 97 

9 

"... Sin originated in self-seeking. Lucifer, the covering cherub, 

desired to be first in heaven. He sought to gain control of heaven 

ly beings, to draw them away from their Creator, and to win their 

homage to himself. Therefore he misrepresented God, attributing to 

Him the desire for self-exaltation. With his own evil characteris 

tics he sought to invest the loving Creator. Thus he deceived angels, 

[" Thus he deceived men. He led them to doubt the word of God, and to 

distrust His goodness. Because God is a God of justice and terrible 

majesty, Satan caused them to look upon Him as severe and unforgiving, 

Thus he drew men to join him in rebellion against God, and the night 

of woe settled down upon the world. 

"The earth was dark through misapprehension of God. That the gloomy 

shadows might be lightened, that the world might be brought back to 

God, Satan's deceptive power was to be broken. This could not be 

done by force. The exercise of force is contrary to the principles 

of God's government; He desires only the service of love; a^id love 

cannot be commanded; it cannot be won by force or authority. Only 

by love is love awakened. To know God is to love Him; His character 

must be manifested in contrast to the character of Satan. This work 

only one Being in all the universe could do. Only He who knew the 

height and depth of the love of God could make it known. Upon the 

world's dark night the Sun of Righteousness must rise, 'with healing 

f** in His wings.1 Mai. 4:2." DA 21-22 



10 

"The shortness of time is urged as an incentive for us to seek **% 

righteousness and to make Christ our friend. This is not the 

great motive. It savors of selfishness. Is it necessary that 

the terrors of the day of God be held before us to compel us through 

fear to right action? This ought not to be." TIMKH 320; RH Aug. 2, 1881 

11 
"Had God the Father come to our world and dwelt among us, humbling 

Himself, veiling His glory, that humanity might look upon Him, the 

history that we have of the life of Christ would not have been 

changed. • • .In every act of Jesus, in every lesson of His in 

struction, we are to see and hear and recognize God. In sight, 

in hearing, in effect, it is the voice and movements of the Father." 

TIMKH 338, taken from Letter 83, 1895 

12 

". . . Christ was about to visit our world, and to become incarnate. 

He says, 'A body hast Thou prepared Me.1 Had He appeared with the 

glory that was His with the Father before the world was, we could 

not have endured the light of His presence. That we might behold >•& 

it and not be destroyed, the manifestation of His glory was shroud 

ed. His divinity was veiled with humanity,—the invisible glory in 

the visible human form. 

"This great purpose had been shadowed forth in types and symbols. 

The burning bush, in which Christ appeared to Moses, revealed God. 

The symbol chosen for the representation of the Deity was a lowly 

shrub, that seemingly had no attractions. This enshrined the In 

finite. The all-merciful God shrouded His glory in a most humble 

type, that Moses could look upon it and live. So in the pillar of 

cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night, God communicated with 

Israel, revealing to men His will, and imparting to them His grace. 

God's glory was subdued, and His majesty veiled, that the weak vis 

ion of finite men might behold it. So Christ was to come in 'the 

body of our humiliation1 (Phil. 3:21, R.V.)., 'in the likeness of 

men. • In the eyes of the world He possessed no beauty that they 

should desire Him; yet He was the incarnate God", "Ehe*"IigRt~df heaven 



and earth. His glory was veiled, His greatness and majesty were 

hidden, that He might draw near to sorrowful, tempted men." DA 23 

13 

"Then the end will come. God will vindicate His law and deliver 

His people. Satan and all who have joined him in rebellion will 

be cut off. Sin and sinners will perish, root and branch (Mai. 4:1), 

—Satan the root, and his followers the branches. The word will 

be fulfilled to the prince of evil, 'Because thou has set thine 

heart as the heart of God; ... I will destroy thee7 0 covering 

cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire. ... Thou shalt 

be a terror, and never shalt thou be any more•• Then f the wicked 

shall not be: yea, thou shalt diligently consider his place, and 

it shall not be;1''they shall be as though they had not been.1 

Ezek. 28:6-19; Ps. 37:10; Obadiah 16. 

"This is not an act of arbitrary power on the part of God. The 

rejectors of His mercy reap that which they have sown. God is the 

fountain of life; and when one chooses the service of sin, he sep 

arates from God, and thus cuts himself off from life. He is 'ali 

enated from the life of God.' Christ says, 'All they that hate Me 

love death.1 Eph. 4:18; Prov. 8:36. God gives them existence for 

a time that they may develop their character and reveal their prin 

ciples. This accomplished, they receive the results of their own 

choice. By a life of rebellion, Satan and all who unite with him 

place themselves so out of harmony with God that His very presence 

is to them a consuming fire. The glory of Him who is love will 

destroy them. 

"At the beginning of the great controversy, the angels did not un 

derstand this. Had Satan and his host then been left to reap the 

full result of their sin, they would have perished; but it would 

not have been apparent to heavenly beings that this was the inev 

itable result of sin. A doubt of God's goodness would have remained 

in their minds as evil seed, to produce its deadly fruit of sin 

and woe • 



8 , 

"But not so when the great controversy shall be ended. Then, the /=**% 

plan of redemption having been completed, the character of God is 

revealed to all created intelligences. The precepts of His law 

are seen to be perfect and immutable. Then sin has made manifest 

its nature, Satan his character. Then the extermination of sin 

will vindicate God's love and establish His honor before a universe 

of beings who delight to do His will, and in whose heart is His 

law. 

"Well, then, might the angels rejoice as they looked upon the Sa 

viour's cross; for though they did not then understand all, they 

knew that the destruction of sin and Satan was forever made cer 

tain, that the redemption of man was assured, and that the uni 

verse was made eternally secure. Christ Himself fully comprehend 

ded the results of the sacrifice made upon Calvary. To all these 

He looked forward when upon the cross He cried out, 'It is finished.1" 

DA 763,764 

14 ') 

"He maintained His disguise till He had interpreted the Scriptures, 

and had led them to an intelligent faith in His life, His character. 

His mission to earth, and His death and resurrection. He wished 

the truth to take firm root in their minds, not because it was sup 

ported by His personal testimony, but because the typical law, and 

the prophets of the Old Testament, agreeing with the facts of His--

and death, presented unquestionable evidence of that truth. When 

the object of his labors with the two disciples was gained, He re 

vealed Himself to them, that their joy might be full, and then van 

ished from their sight." SP 3:214 (1878); 7-A BC, 1125 (245) 

15 
"We are not to think of God only as a judge, and to forget Him as 

our loving Father. Nothing can do our souls greater harm than this; 

for our whole spiritual life will be molded by our conceptions of 

God's character." 2 RH 126:1:2 April 5, 1887 

16 
"Jesus said: 'This is life eternal, that they might know Thee the 



only true Godf and Jesus Christ whom Thou hast sent.1 All that was 

done and said had this one object in view,—to rivet truth in their 

minds that they might attain unto everlasting life. Jesus did not 

come to astonish men with some great announcement of some special 

time when some great event would occur, but He came to instruct and 

save the lost." 2 RH 553:3:1 

17 

"The reason why it seems so difficult to win souls for Christ, is 

that Satan is continually engaged in misrepresenting the character 

of God to the human mind. Christ came to reveal the Father to the 

world in His true character, that the false conceptions which men 

entertained of the divine character might be swept away." 2RH 573:2:2 


